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Sir: 

The^Examiner has identified the application as containing claims directed to five (5) 
distinct species. The Examiner has required Applicants to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted. The Examiner believes there 
are no generic claims. 

In response to the Examiner's requirement, Applicants elect Species I, Figures 5A-8C, 
relating to a one-layer single-damascene structure for examination from which Claims 1-17 and 
51 are readable thereon. 

Applicants submit that Claim 1 is generic to all species. Thus, upon the allowance of the 
generic claim, Applicants request consideration of claims to additional species which are written 
in dependent form or otherwise include all of the limitations of an allowed generic claim as 
provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.141. 

Applicants submit that if any of the elected claims are found to be allowable, claims 
dependent therefrom should similarly be considered allowable in the same application. 
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Applicants reserve the right to file a Divisional Application directed to non-elected 
Claims 18-50, 52 and 53. 


On July 26, 2004, Applicants' representative called Examiner Williams to point out that 
in the Election of Species Requirement mailed July 12, 2004, the Office Action Sunmiary only 
indicated that Claims 1-68 are pending in the application, apparently in error. The Examiner 
confirmed that Claims 1-212 are pending and that Claims 1-53 are subject to an Election of 
Species Requirement, with Claims 54-212 withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner. 

Applicants respectfully request clarification of the disposition of the pending claims in 
the next Office communication. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 
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Respectfully submitted. 


SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Registration No. 48,409 


WASHINGTON OFHCE 


23373 


CUSTC»«ER NUMBER 


Date: August 11, 2004 


